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Sunday, June 15, 2025 – Trinity Sunday 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION	

Spirit of Truth, you open to us the Word of life, and help us to see the possibilities of each day.  Guide us now, that we may both hear your truth and embody it.  Grant us wisdom and strength of character, that we might overcome former limitations, and represent you well each and every moment that we live – doing the work that you call us to do with love and joy, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

FIRST SCRIPTURE READING 	Romans 5:1-5	

Our first reading is the first five verses of chapter 5 of Paul’s letter to the Romans.

In theses verses, 
Paul is reminding the Romans of the blessed consequences 
of being reconciled to God through Jesus Christ....


Therefore, since we are justified by faith, 
we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,
through whom we have obtained access to this grace 
in which we stand; 
and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God.

And not only that, but we also boast in our sufferings, 
knowing that suffering produces endurance,
and endurance produces character, 
and character produces hope,
and hope does not disappoint us, 
because God's love has been poured into our hearts 
through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us.

SECOND SCRIPTURE READING	             John 16:12-15	

This is the last of the five Paraclete Passages in John’s Gospel, 
in which Jesus continues to teach the disciples 
about the gift of the promised Holy Spirit.

John chapter 16, verses 12-15:

"I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now.

When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth; 
for he will not speak on his own, 
but will speak whatever he hears, 
and he will declare to you the things that are to come.

He will glorify me, because he will take what is mine and declare it to you.

All that the Father has is mine. 
For this reason I said that he will take what is mine and declare it to you.”

SERMON	“The Truth about the Trinity”	

There once was – in a remote corner of the earth – 
a tribal elder,

He was sitting on a large rock – by a stream, 
and he was eating an artichoke. 
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
Suddenly – as if a flash of lightning burst forth in his brain – 
he saw the truth, the wonder, the vastness, and the glory of creation. 
-------------------------- 
He then realized that he was now born of God; 
he had seen the marvelous perfection 
of the great plan of the universe.

And, he was filled with an overwhelming sense of peace, and wholeness – 
right down to the very core of his being. 
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
So – naturally – he returned to the village, to tell of his wondrous insight.

And – before long – crowds of fellow tribesmen began to gather around him. 
-------------------------- 
They realized that he truly knew something great – 
something that they, too, yearned to know. 
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 




So– someone asked him– 
"How did you find this wonderful knowledge – 
that makes your face shine so brightly, 
and your heart so full?"
-------------------------- 
"I'm not exactly sure," he admitted. 

"All I know is that while sitting on a rock by the stream, 
eating an artichoke, 
suddenly the Truth was revealed to me!" 
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
The next morning, the man awoke to find the village empty. 
-------------------------- 
And – puzzled – he began to search for his brothers and sisters;
but they were nowhere to be found. 
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
Finally – after hours of searching – 
he decided to rest for a while.

So, he went back down to the stream. 
-------------------------- 
And there – to his amazement – he found the whole tribe, 
huddled together on that rock – 
all eating artichokes! 
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
The tribe – of course – 
was confusing the form of an experience for its essence. 

That is – since one member of the tribe 
had a profound religious experience while sitting on a rock 
and eating an artichoke – 
why not all of them?
-------------------------- 
But – the fact is – rock-sitting, and artichoke‑eating, 
can no more guarantee an enlightening experience of God's Presence 
than can our weekly ritual of Church‑going. 
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
To be sure – sometimes in life – the truth can be hard to recognize. 
-------------------------- 

But – fortunately – when it comes to matters of the soul, 
God promises help.

And, that help is clearly explained in the Holy Scriptures! 
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
In our reading from John’s Gospel, 
Jesus provides some parting advice for his disciples: 
-------------------------- 
Jesus had been with them for three years – teaching and preaching, 
and setting an example for them.

But he was going to leave them – 
and he knew that they would need a continuing presence of the Holy.
-------------------------- 
And – so – he provided some related instructions:

“When the Spirit of truth comes, 
he will guide you into all the truth.”
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
Here, a bit of background may be helpful....
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
The Gospel of John was written for a community which was struggling – 
with differentiating between truth, and falsehood. 
-------------------------- 
And these were days of painful transition for the young church. 
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
The Christians – who had been Jews – 
were beginning to realize that they were a different religion. 

And the Jewish authorities – for their part – 
were making the same discovery.
-------------------------- 
So, they were  pressing the Christians:   
to – either – renounce their belief in Jesus as Lord, 
or, to renounce Judaism.
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 



And – so – it was a time of competing factions, 
of harsh debates, 
and of words spoken too quickly; sometimes – even – in anger. 

It was – undoubtedly – a time when families were divided, 
when friends were no longer speaking to each other, 
and, when there seemed to loom – in the very near future – 
a painful parting of the ways.
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
{Do those circumstances – perhaps – seem a bit familiar???}
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
            Well – in any case – it was amid such turmoil that John wrote his gospel. 
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
And John – then – quoted Jesus’ sayings, 

“I still have many things to say to you, 
but you cannot bear them now. 

“When the Spirit of truth comes, 
he will guide you into all the truth ....”
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
It has been said that the Holy Spirit – the Spirit of Truth – 
is the least‑understood person of the Trinity.
-------------------------- 
That is to say, 
most of us may feel that we know something about God the Father – 
that, from our study of the Old Testament.
-------------------------- 
And – in the Gospels – we see Jesus portrayed as as teacher, 
as healer, 
even, as a friend....
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
            But the Holy Spirit is – often – another matter.
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
During my last ten years – or so – as pastor at Lower Brandywine, 
we had a weekly, verse-by-verse Bible Study.
-------------------------- 

And – almost every time the Holy Spirit was mentioned – 
one of the newer members had a question.

These questions were sometimes digressions; but – in every case – 
they were quite valuable in enhancing everyone’s understanding!
-------------------------- 
So, it is just as important that we seek to understand the Holy Spirit 
as it is to understand the other two persons of the Trinity. 
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
The fact is that Three Persons of the Trinity are meant to be kept in balance:
If we over-emphasize one – to the exclusion of the others – 
we can easily run into difficulties.
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
            Take – for example – those who over-emphasize God the Father. 
-------------------------- 
Such a faith can quickly deteriorate into legalism. 

There can be too much law – and not nearly enough grace.
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
But if – on the other hand – we under-emphasize God the Father,
we tend to neglect our responsibility as stewards of God’s Good Creation.
-------------------------- 
Hence, our denomination’s initiative to add stewardship of terra firma – 
to that of time, talent, and treasure! 
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
Then, there are some who over-emphasize Jesus. 

For them, Christian faith can become a sort of “me‑and‑Jesus” 
stroll through life. 
-------------------------- 
There may well be an appropriate – emphasis on grace and forgiveness.

But – too often – there’s scant attention paid to standards of holiness, 
to the need for obedience to the law.
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
            And – of course – there are a some that tend to over-emphasize the Holy Spirit. 
-------------------------- 


There may – then – be a tendency – as was the case in Corinth – 
of believers comparing their personal spiritual gifts with those of others.

{You may have heard last Sunday’s reading from Genesis, 
in which the goal of the people of Babel 
was to “make a name for themselves”!}

The Christians in Corinth – then – were taking pride in exercising their gifts, 
as opposed to glorifying the Giver.
-------------------------- 
And – for that reason – the Apostle Paul wrote extensively on this, 
in Chapters 12-14 of his first letter to them.
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
During my first year at Princeton Theological Seminary – 
which is quickly becoming ancient history – 
I wrote a short paper on the viability of using limited human language 
to describe – or even to converse about – 
a God who is beyond all human description.

 Consider the words of a familiar hymn:
“Immortal, invisible, God only wise,
in light inaccessible hid from our eyes....”
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
But – on the other hand – human language is all that we have available.

And – so – since the earliest years of the Church, 
believers have tried to put their understanding of God into words.
-------------------------- 
And – in particular – they grappled with their understanding 
of the relationships between Father, Son, and Holy Spirit – 
the Three Persons of the Trinity.
-------------------------- 
Remember, Jesus himself referred to what we know as the Trinity 
when he gave the instructions we now call the Great Commission:

“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.

“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit....”	(Matthew 28:18-20)
-------------------------- 

Evidence of such efforts – to try to understand the Trinity – 
is found in the Creeds and Confessions of the Church.
-------------------------- 
The first of these to be finalized – the Nicene Creed – 
is used in worship across the spectrum of Christianity: 
Orthodox, Roman Catholic, 
and most Protestant denominations.
-------------------------- 
The Apostles’ Creed – with which we are more familiar – 
began to be developed even earlier than the Nicene Creed, 
but did not take the exact form that we know until centuries later.
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
{An analysis of the Apostles’ Creed – outlining the attributes and activities of each of the Three Persons of the Holy Trinity – is provided on the last page. The chiastic format employed for the Second Person focuses on Christ’s activity of identification with the destiny of humanity – death – in order highlight the gift of salvation in Christ.}
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
But instead of trying to examine the Trinity in theological terms – 
as a doctrine of belief – 
let’s approach the subject of God the Father, God the Son, 
and God the Holy Spirit in Biblical terms.
-------------------------- 
That is, as an experience.
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
The Biblical writers each had a personal experience of God in their lives – 
an experience that was so rich, and full, and overwhelming, 
that no one word..., 
no one image..., 
no one idea could describe it.... 
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
What happened to the New Testament Christians was that – 
when Jesus came into their midst – 
they experienced God in an entirely new, intense way.
-------------------------- 
And, it was a new way that was 
so overwhelming, so healing, and so fulfilling, 
that they could not contain it within themselves. 
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 

What they came to realize was that God the Father – 
who loved them, so much that he gave them the Law and the Prophets – 
was physically present in His Son.
-------------------------- 
And God – as the Son – was personally present in their midst, 
giving them the Perfect Model of what human life is all about. 
-------------------------- 
And then – when Jesus returned to his Father – 
he sent the Holy Spirit to dwell with them – and in them – 
as his abiding presence!
-------------------------- 
In Jesus Christ – the Word made flesh – 
his followers had come to discover something stronger – 
and more enduring – than human knowledge.

Greater – that is – than knowledge of religious law, 
or the knowledge of the natural world – 
 that is so prized by many today. 
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
To John, the ultimate truth – 
the truth into which the Holy Spirit will lead us – 
is not some cleverly worded ideology.

Nor is it some scientific discovery. 
-------------------------- 
Rather, truth comes to us – preeminently – 
in the form of a person: Jesus Christ, the Lord. 
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
And, we are able to come to know this truth 
only as we are related to him, 
and as he relates us to others. 
-------------------------- 
In communion with him – and in community with one another – 
we come to know the greatest gift of all, 
a gift greater than the gift of the Law: 
the Gift of Love.
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 




And so, Jill Duffield – a former editor of The Presbyterian Outlook – 
had this to say about Trinity Sunday:
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
Trinity Sunday grants us the joy of remembering – and celebrating – 
the amazing grace, the glory, the beauty, 
and the goodness, of our God. 
-------------------------- 
Trinity Sunday – then – challenges us: 
to pattern our lives after the character 
of our merciful, creative, 
lavishly kind, and always giving, God. 

Trinity Sunday invites us to listen for the truth – 
in order to live it, and to proclaim it. 
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
Trinity Sunday – when we look beyond the theological puzzle – 
really offers us the opportunity to stand back – 
and take in, as much as we are able – 
the multifaceted-splendor of our God.
-------------------------- 
That is, a God who loves us enough to become accessible to us – 
even in the midst of our sinful weakness. 
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
Friends, in our own day and time, 
Trinity Sunday offers a powerful corrective to our cultural propensities:
to laud lone rangers, 
to justify blatant selfishness, 
and to celebrate self‑interest – above caring for others.
-------------------------- 
One need only scan the newspaper, 
examine contemporary advertising, 
or analyze the majority of commencement speeches – 
to understand our deep need 
for a bold celebration of Trinity Sunday.
-------------------------- 
That is, to engage in a celebration – and proclamation – 
of the Spirit‑given truth about our 
loving, 
generous, 
merciful, 

creative, 
collaborating, 
poured‑out‑for‑the‑sake‑of‑the‑world God – 
a God who then calls, shapes, and sends out – 
a people to go and be likewise.
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
In this regard, Jill Duffield shared a striking observation – 
which is very apropos of this academic season.

She writes:
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
I have had occasion to hear a variety of speeches – at multiple events – 
marking high school graduations. 

I listened to an equal number of musings – from both graduates, 
and from school officials. 
-------------------------- 
They were the usual fare, mostly. 
Some more engaging than others. 
Some longer than others. 
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
However, I noticed a marked difference – 
between those of the soon‑to‑be‑graduates,
and those of the officials. 
-------------------------- 
The younger pontificators talked about the need for each other, 
the importance of honoring all people, 
and, the inevitability of challenges – 
challenges that will not be surmountable by individuals, 
by people acting alone. 

The adults – on the other hand – relentlessly said: 
"Follow your passion;
you have the power to do whatever you set your mind to doing." 
-------------------------- 
{Again – in the words of last Sunday’s reading from Genesis – 
to make a name for yourself....}
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 


Certainly, such pep talks have their place.
-------------------------- 
But, the wisdom of the younger speakers struck me: 
They refused to capitulate to the very American, 
individualistic sentiment, 
that all one needs in this world is one's own grit, and wits, and will.

Despite their youth, they recognized – 
and, likely, they knew from personal experience – 
circumstances, and hardships that could not be overcome
merely by a person’s clear eyes, and full heart. 
-------------------------- 
And – instead – they offered a vision of communal care, 
corporate creating, 
mutuality, 
and collaboration – 
in both joys, and in times of suffering. 
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
In similar way, Trinity Sunday spurs us to consider the character – 
and characteristics – of our Triune God.

And then – having done so – to ask ourselves if we, 
our congregations, 
and our denomination, 
are reflective of the Three-in-One – 
the God whom we profess to worship, and follow.

================ 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit:   Amen.

================ 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  (Unison)	
Adapted from the Second Helvetic Confession (1561)

Scripture has delivered to us a manifest distinction of persons, 
the angel saying...to the Blessed Virgin, 
“The Holy Spirit will come upon you, 
and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; 
therefore the child to be born will be called holy, the Son of God.”  


And also in the baptism of Christ a voice is heard from heaven concerning Christ, “This is my beloved Son.”  
The Holy Spirit also appeared in the form of a dove. 

And when the Lord himself commanded the disciples to baptize, 
he commanded them to baptize “in the name of the Father, and the Son, 
and the Holy Spirit.”  

Elsewhere in the Gospel he said: “The Father will send the Holy Spirit in my name,” and again he said: “When the Counselor comes, 
whom I send to you from the Father, even the Spirit of Truth, 
who proceeds from the Father, he will bear witness to me....”  

Thus there are not three gods, but three persons,...co-eternal and co-equal....  
For according the nature or essence they are so joined together 
that they are one God, and the divine nature 
is common to the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  Amen.

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION	

The love of God the Father brought all things into being.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ paid the price:	
to bring humankind –  
and God’s good creation –  
back to their original glory.

And the fellowship and power of the Holy Spirit
equip us to live faithfully – 
until that Day when all things are, finally, made new.

That is the truth about the Trinity!


May the blessing of God Almighty – 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit – 
be with you, those you love, and those who no one loves.    Amen.		

