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SILENT PREPARATION: 
We cannot love God unless we love each other, and to love we must know each other.  We know God in the breaking of the bread, and we know each other in the breaking of the bread, and we are not alone anymore.  Heaven is a banquet and life is a banquet, too, even with a crust there is companionship.  
We have all known the long loneliness and we have learned that the only solution is love and that love comes with community.                                                    Dorothy Day  
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 	Worship Assistant

Let us ask God’s blessing on the reading – and hearing – of Holy Scripture:

Most gracious and holy God, 
Creator of all that is and which ever shall be, 
and Giver of the free gift of the water of life: 

Bring new life to us this day 
through the reading and hearing of your Word, 
that we might become more faithful members 
of your family in Jesus Christ, 
and that – through the witness of our love – 
people might know that we are his disciples.  
Amen.

FIRST SCRIPTURE READING	Worship Assistant
	John 13:31-35

Our First Scripture Reading comes from John’s Gospel.

As the reading begins, Jesus has washed the disciples’ feet,
and Judas has gone out to betray him.... 


When he had gone out, Jesus said, 
"Now the Son of Man has been glorified, 
and God has been glorified in him.

If God has been glorified in him, 
God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once.


Little children, I am with you only a little longer. 
You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, 
'Where I am going, you cannot come.'

I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. 
Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another.

By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, 
if you have love for one another."

This is the Word of the Lord.    Thanks be to God!

SECOND SCRIPTURE READING        Revelation 21:1-5	Pastor

Our second reading comes from the revelation to Saint John, 
who was in exile – on the Island of Patmos.

As the reading begins, the Final Judgment has just been completed.....

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, 
for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, 
and the sea was no more.

And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, 
coming down out of heaven from God, 
prepared as a bride – adorned for her husband.

And I heard a loud voice from the throne – 
saying, "See, the home of God is among mortals. 
He will dwell with them as their God; they will be his peoples, 
and God himself will be with them, and be their God;
he will wipe every tear from their eyes. 

“Death will be no more; mourning, and crying, and pain will be no more, for the first things have passed away."

And the one who was seated on the throne said, 
"See, I am making all things new." 

Also he said, "Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true."

This is the Word of the Lord.    Thanks be to God!


SERMON	“The Realities of Re-Creation”		Pastor

Imagine that you are walking down the aisle of your local supermarket..........
whether – for you – that is a dream, or a nightmare.

For some men, that may be almost as exciting as touring a fabric store.....
Or – for women – browsing the local hardware store.......
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
Don’t picture yourself sniffing cantaloupes – in the produce section,
or reading a milk‑carton label – over by the dairy case. 

Rather, think of yourself walking down those dry‑goods aisles – 
usually, in the middle of the store. 
-------------------------- 
Those are the shelves that are floor-to-ceiling 
with cans, boxes, and bags.
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
Now, imagine how many of those packages 
have a single, three‑letter word,
prominently displayed on the front. 

It is printed in bright, red letters, and, 
it is followed by an exclamation mark. 
-------------------------- 
Anyone want ot guess????

That word is................“NEW!”
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
Indeed, it often seems that as many as one out of every 10 packages 
has that bold word – “NEW!” – emblazoned across the front. 
-------------------------- 
Is it really possible that the R&D departments – 
of companies such as Kraft and Nabisco – 
are actually working at a fever pitch – 
to develop truly new recipes? 
-------------------------- 





Or, have they simply tweaked the old formulas a little – 
maybe, adding some food coloring,
or a different mix of spices – 
so that their advertising department 
can splash the word “NEW!” 
across the front of the package? 
-------------------------- 
Or – heaven forbid – have they only down-sized the package?
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
In any event, how effective is it? 
-------------------------- 
That is – you’re standing there – 
making your purchase decision.

And, you see two boxes – 
one that’s business‑as‑usual, 
and the other with that blazing word “NEW!” on the front – 
which one does your hand reach for? 

Isn’t it often the one labeled “New”?
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
The fact is that there a part of us that’s always yearning for the new.

It’s just human nature – 
we seem to have an inborn appetite for novelty.

[Remember Adam and Eve – in the Produce Section.....]
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
            And – sometimes – that appetite gets us into trouble. 

[Again, Adam and Eve........]
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
How many people do you know who’ve overextended their finances – 
borrowing a little too much to buy a new car – 
just because they fancied the latest model? 
-------------------------- 




Or, how many have jumped a little too soon – to take a new job – 
ending up in hot water a few months later – 
just because they were bored with the old one? 
-------------------------- 
And, the list could go on and on....
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
Hunger for the new can be a mixed blessing, to be sure.
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
In this morning’s text from Revelation, God says, 				(21:5)
“See, I am making all things new.” 
-------------------------- 
Well, what sort of newness is that?
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
            To begin, we know that Revelation is a mysterious book. 

It is a series of mystical visions, 
received and recorded by Saint John, 
who was in exile, 
on the island of Patmos,
-------------------------- 	
And – at the time – the young church 
was undergoing dreadful persecution at the hands of the Romans. 

Indeed, the Roman Emperor – Domitian – 
had vowed to wipe Christianity off the face of the earth. 
-------------------------- 
And so, John was writing to reassure Christians,
and to encourage them to stand fast.
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
In his vision, John witnesses a cosmic battle – between good and evil.

And – riding at the head of the angelic army, on a white horse – 
is none other than Jesus Christ, 
the very one the Romans crucified! 
-------------------------- 




His heavenly army vanquishes the demonic forces of Satan, 
binds him tightly with chains,
and casts him into a bottomless pit.

That – of course – was part of the Final Judgment.
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
Indeed, it is only then that “the holy city, the new Jerusalem” 
descends out of heaven. 
-------------------------- 
And – in that “new Jerusalem” – 
God “will wipe every tear from their eyes. 

“Death ... [and] mourning, and crying, and pain will be no more.” 
-------------------------- 
Then – after all this has been announced – 
a voice issues from the heavenly throne: 
“See, I am making all things new.”
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
But, to get at the realities of this re-creation – 
to more fully understand what this saying means – 
we will use a process of elimination. 

That is, will begin by ruling out some things – 
some things that it does not mean.
 -------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
First of all, we should notice that the Lord does not say, 
“See, I am making all new things.” 
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
“All new things” – that’s the promise of advertisers:

Advertisers want us to believe that everything old belongs on the scrap heap – 
so that we will buy their new thing.
-------------------------- 
            God knows – and many are beginning to realize – 
that we have got to start making do with what we have. 
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 



That is, our throwaway-culture is rapidly depleting the resources of our planet – 
not to mention trashing the oceans, 
and overwhelming the landfills.
-------------------------- 
And – so – we would do well to appreciate the value of things as they are, 
not as mere candidates for unnecessary replacement.
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
On one level – from the standpoint of business – 
that may sound like bad news.
-------------------------- 
But it’s really good news: 

What if God really did say, “See I am making all new things”? 
-------------------------- 
Such planned obsolescence would refer to us as well – 
as God’s creatures, we, too, are part of “all things.”

And that would mean that God has decided to scrap everything – 
and start over!
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
            The Hebrew scriptures – of course – 
record one occasion when God actually did this. 

Well, almost....
-------------------------- 
It’s the story of Noah – 
when the Lord destroyed the world with the waters of the flood. 

But – even then – Noah and his immediate family were “carried over.”
-------------------------- 	
That is, only the occupants of the ark survived.
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
So God – then – did not say, 
“See, I am making all new things....”

           That’s the first thing this saying is not.
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 



 	The second thing God does not say is this: 
“I have made all things new.” 
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
“I have made....” 

That’s the promise of the traditionalists – 
folks who are always looking backward – 
always saying that life was better in the good old days.
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
And – here – we should notice the tense of the verb. 

That is, it is a progressive tense – 
not a perfect tense,
with everything completed – and tied up in a neat little bundle. 
-------------------------- 
And – so – the divine work of renewal is an ongoing work. 

It is not yet completed. 
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
The work of renewal began with the prophets, 
who discerned that God was doing a new thing – 
even back in their own day. 
-------------------------- 
Yet, those prophets also foretold the coming of a new order – 
one that would arrive with the birth of the hoped‑for Messiah.
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
            We Christians – of course – believe Jesus is that Messiah. 
-------------------------- 
The Greek word for Christ – christos – literally means “anointed one.” 

And so, that word – 
the one that many assume must be Jesus’ last name – 
is really just another word for Messiah. 
-------------------------- 
Therefore – whenever we add “Christ” to “Jesus” –  
we are saying “Jesus the Messiah.”
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 


            Yet – even as we apply that name to Jesus – 
we are not claiming that renewal – 
the new creation – 
was all wrapped up and tied with a bow.

We are not saying that it was complete the moment when
Jesus was raised from the dead. 
-------------------------- 
Rather, Jesus began a certain work during his earthly life:
A work of reconciliation.... 
A work of renewal....
A work of re-creation....
-------------------------- 
But, that work continues today – by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

And it will continue to unfold – 
until that day when Christ returns,
and everything is brought to completion.
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
And that means the voice of the traditionalists 
can never be the final word in the church.
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
            A renown church historian – Jaroslav Pelikan – 
is famous for this remark: 

“Tradition is the living faith of dead people; 
traditionalism is the dead faith of living people.” 
-------------------------- 
And so – if our God is saying, “See, I am making all things new” – 
how can we possibly imagine a church that will – forever – 
stay the same?

That is to say – in a strong and faithful church – 
the leadership is always on the lookout for something new, 
always open to the fresh leading of the Spirit.
 -------------------------- 
-------------------------- 





The third thing that God is not saying 
is “I will make all things new.” 
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
“I will make” – that’s the promise of those running for office. 
-------------------------- 
We all know about campaign promises, 
how the relentless – 24/7 – 
pressure of the media all but forces candidates 
to promise the world to their constituents. 

And, we’ve watched – year-after-year – 
as the media has anointed one fresh‑faced candidate or another 
as the Chosen One – 
a sort of secular messiah. 
-------------------------- 
But not even the greatest politician – 
a truly gifted leader, or an orator of rare ability – 
could ever be the savior of the world. 

That job has already filled.
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
To be sure, the one who’s filled it – our Lord Jesus Christ – 
also made some promises in his time.

But he was about far more than that. 
-------------------------- 
During his earthly ministry, 
our Lord began to do the kinds of things that were unmistakable signs – 
signs of the reign of God breaking into this world. 
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
Remember the scene – in Matthew’s gospel – 
when John the Baptist – who is in prison at the time – 
sends some of his followers to quiz Jesus.

John wants to know whether – in fact – Jesus is the promised Messiah.
-------------------------- 





And Jesus – then – 
sends John’s emissaries back with this message: 	(11:4-5)

“Go and tell John what you hear and see: 
the blind receive their sight, 
the lame walk, 
the lepers are cleansed, 
the deaf hear, 
the dead are raised, 
and the poor have good news brought to them.”
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
In other words – Jesus is saying – 
the work of bringing in the reign of God is well under way. 

And – in Romans 8:23 – the apostle Paul 
speaks of “the first fruits of the Spirit.” 
-------------------------- 
The first fruits – of course – 
are the earliest produce of the harvest, 
a concrete sign of good things – surely on their way.
 -------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
The work of Christ in this world – then – is renewal,
re-creation, if you will. 

And, renewal belongs neither to the storied past,
nor to the impossibly distant future. 
-------------------------- 
The “new thing” can only happen in the present, 
in the here and now.
-------------------------- 
And that – by the way – 
is the secret to making real changes in our lives. 
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
The fact is that where most of us get bogged down – 
when we seek some kind of self‑improvement – 
is in either the past or the future. 
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 



We tend – then – to do one of two things: 
-------------------------- 
Having decided on the change we need to make, 
we gaze back into the past.

We total up just how long we’ve been engaging in that – 
self‑destructive – behavior. 
-------------------------- 
And – then – we lose our nerve. 
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
The other pitfall is to become too preoccupied with the future, saying.

We say, “I can quit – or I can change – any time I want to.” 
-------------------------- 
But it’s only in the present moment 
that we can achieve victory in a battle over self.
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
            The folks from AA – and other 12‑step programs – 
have a pretty good handle on this. 
-------------------------- 	
One of their mottos is, “One day at a time.” 

That is, AA’s founders learned – long ago – 
that the only path to renewal – 
to re-creating the lives of their members – 
is by relentlessly focusing on the present.
-------------------------- 
And – also vitally important – by accepting all help, 
their “higher power” offers in the here and now.
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
“See,” declares the Lord, “I am making all things new.” 

All things.  And not back then, not someday, 
but here and now.
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 


 

Friends, now that we know the realities of re-creation, 
let’s be sure to get involved in our own day and time!

Christ is counting on us!
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit: Amen.

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (Unison)	Pastor

To be reconciled to God is to be sent into the world as his reconciling community.  This community, the church universal, is entrusted with God’s message of reconciliation, and shares his labor of healing the enmities which separate us from God, and from each other.  Christ has called the church to this mission, and given it the gift of the Holy Spirit.  The church maintains continuity with the apostles, and with Israel, by faithful obedience to his call.
Life in Christ is eternal.  The resurrection of Jesus is God’s sign that he will consummate his work of creation and reconciliation beyond death, and bring to fulfillment the new life begun in Christ.  Amen.


CHARGE AND BENEDICTION		Pastor

It will certainly be a great day – when God wipes every tear,
and mourning, and crying, and pain are no more.

But – as we cooperate with the ongoing, re-creating, work of the Holy Spirit,
we can enjoy the earnest of heaven, right here, and right now.

Let us receive the Lord’s benediction.... 


