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SILENT PREPARATION
Death is the threshold that resolves all temporal matters. Worries, anxieties, fears and toil are forever abated. Those things, which preoccupy our daily existence, melt away. The writer of Ecclesiastes states that “all things are vanity.” Vanity, from the Hebrew word hebel, means “worthless, transient, empty.” Are our lives filled with empty anxieties, possessions, and sorrow?  Take a moment to reflect upon what occupies your living and sleeping.                                           —  The Faith Connection, August 1, 2004

INTRODUCTION	

Today is the Eighth Sunday after Pentecost.

And – during these Sundays after Pentecost – we focus on the Church’s 
response to the gifts of Christ’s life, death, and resurrection – 
and the giving of the Holy Spirit – 
by seeking to grow in grace, discipleship, and mission.

Today, we will be focusing on the proper place – and the potential perils – 
of possessions.

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 	

Most gracious God, 
who – by the power of the Holy Spirit – 
raised our Lord Jesus Christ from the dead 
Now grant that – by that same Holy Spirit – 
your Word may come to life for us – and in us – this day, 
that our minds might be set on things that are above, 
that we might become rich toward God, 
and that we might delight in sharing those riches with others,
to the glory of our Lord, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

FIRST SCRIPTURE READING	Colossians 3:1-11

Our first reading comes from Paul’s letter to the Colossians.
In it – after describing the glorious mystery 
of God’s self-revelation in Jesus Christ – 
Paul goes on to describe the impact this revelation is intended to have 
in the life of each of his disciples....


So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, 
where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God.
Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth,
for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.
When Christ who is your life is revealed, 
then you also will be revealed with him in glory.

Put to death, therefore, whatever in you is earthly: fornication, impurity, passion, evil desire, and greed (which is idolatry).
On account of these the wrath of God is coming on those who are disobedient.
These are the ways you also once followed, when you were living that life.

But now you must get rid of all such things– anger, wrath, malice, slander, 
and abusive language from your mouth.
Do not lie to one another, 
seeing that you have stripped off the old self with its practices
and have clothed yourselves with the new self, 
which is being renewed in knowledge according to the image of its creator.

In that renewal there is no longer Greek and Jew, 
circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave and free; 
but Christ is all and in all!

SECOND SCRIPTURE READING		                                          Luke 12:13-21	
	
As we continue in Year C, our second reading again comes from Luke’s Gospel.
Jesus has set his face to go to Jerusalem,
and is preaching – and teaching – along the way.

But –as we come to this point in Luke – 
Jesus is both attracting greater crowds, 
and encountering increasing resistance – 
from the religious leaders.......

Someone in the crowd said to him [Jesus], 
"Teacher, tell my brother to divide the family inheritance with me."

But he [Jesus] said to him, 
"Friend, who set me to be a judge or arbitrator over you?"

And he said to them [the crowd], 
"Take care! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; 
for one's life does not consist in the abundance of possessions."

Then he told them a parable: 
"The land of a rich man produced abundantly.  
And he thought to himself, 
'What should I do, for I have no place to store my crops?'

Then he said, 
'I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build larger ones, 
and there I will store all my grain and my goods.

And I will say to my soul, 
'Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; 
relax, eat, drink, be merry.'

But God said to him, 
'You fool! This very night your life is being demanded of you. 
And the things you have prepared, whose will they be?'

So it is with those who store up treasures for themselves, 
but are not rich toward God."

TIME FOR YOUNG DISCIPLES	

Show picture, “identify....???”	>>>	DANDELION......

God gave it special attention:
Leaves – channel for directing rain water....
Root – holds fast, regrows plant....
Flower stems floppy – don’t break in wind....
Blossom – closes in dark or rain....
Blossom – each pedal is whole flower....
Seed – has parachute for wind to carry it....

God gave it all it needs!

God cares even more for us:
      “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat, 
      	or about your body, what you will wear. 	
.	      For life is more than food, and the body more than clothing. 
.	      Consider the ravens: they neither sow nor reap, 			
     	 they have neither storehouse nor barn, and yet God feeds them.	 
      Of how much more value are you than the birds! 	



SERMON 	“You Can’t Always Get What You Want!”	

A bride and a groom visited a chapel – 
they wanted to pray before their wedding. 
-------------------------- 
The groom prayed that his bride would never change.

And, the bride prayed that her groom would change. 
-------------------------- 
Neither one got what they wanted....
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
            In our Gospel reading for this morning, 
Jesus is in the middle of a teaching session.

And – all of a sudden – a man in the crowd interrupts him with a request. 
-------------------------- 
He does not get what he wants, either.
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
Now – for our part – we’d like to believe that God always answers prayer.

But – we must admit – 
God sometimes seems unsympathetic to our requests.
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
            In our Gospel reading, 
we meet a man who comes to Jesus with a problem. 
-------------------------- 
And – here – Jesus is expected to behave 
as many a Jewish teacher of the law would:
by settling a legal dispute over a family inheritance.  
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
The father – following the old Israelite practice of family ownership – 
has left his farm – as a unit–  to his two sons.
-------------------------- 	
But, Jesus’ questioner asserts his desire to have the property divided.  
-------------------------- 




And – the implication is – that the man’s relationship with his brother 
has been ruptured by the desire 
for independent possession of this property.
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
As we noted, Jesus does not give him what he wants.
-------------------------- 
But – the good news is – this man’s experience may give us some insight 
into why God doesn’t answer some of our prayers 
in the way that we want....
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
            “Tell my brother to divide the family inheritance with me” – 
this man demands. 
-------------------------- 
And – even though he calls Jesus “Teacher” – 
he really doesn’t want to know what Jesus thinks about the matter. 

Rather, he has already decided what Jesus should do.
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
            But – despite the man’s assertiveness – 
Jesus does not accept the role the man wants him to play. 

“Who set me to be a judge or arbiter over you?”  – Jesus responds.
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
Now – to be sure –  
it is not that Jesus is unqualified to judge the matter correctly. 

Indeed, Scripture teaches that – in the future – 
Jesus will judge both the living and the dead.
-------------------------- 
But – in the instant case – 
Jesus refused to be put in the middle of a family squabble.
-------------------------- 
And – so – this incident may be instructive;
that is, it may help us understand 
why some of our own prayer requests may go unanswered. 
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 



Of course, God is God – and we are not – 
so we cannot say – with certainty – 
what God will – or will not – do.
-------------------------- 
But – nevertheless – our scripture reading does suggest 
three types of requests that God might not answer.
 -------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
First of all, 
God might not answer prayers that are framed as demands – 
as though God is there to serve us,
rather than the other way around. 
-------------------------- 
But, don’t we sometimes approach God that way: 
not humbly – 
not asking God to give us what God knows is best – 
but being quite assertive about what we want.
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
            In our reading, 
Jesus obviously recognizes that the man’s demand – 
for him to intervene in this family feud – 
is a symptom of a much deeper problem: 

That is, the jealousy – and covetousness – 
that make the man care more about money, 
than about his brother. 
-------------------------- 
And so, Jesus effectively advises him to get a new attitude – 
toward money, 
and toward his brother:

            “Take care!” – Jesus says – 
“Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; 
for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of possessions.” 
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
In other words, who we are – and how we treat others – 
is more important that what we have.
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 


Now, that is certainly not the answer that the man wanted. 
-------------------------- 
But Jesus knows that – 
even if we got everything we wanted – 
we would still not be fulfilled. 

As Ecclesiastes 5:10 says, 
“The lover of money will not be satisfied with money.” 
-------------------------- 
Similarly, a later Roman proverb – from the time of Jesus – 
says, “Money is like sea water; 
the more a man drinks, the thirstier he becomes.”
-------------------------- 
And – you may remember – how – 
in one of Aesop’s fables – 
a dog finds a juicy bone,
and heads home to enjoy her prize. 
-------------------------- 
Along the way – as she crosses a bridge – 
she catches sight of her reflection in the stream below. 

Then – thinking that other dog has a meatier bone than she does –  
she opens her mouth to snatch it, 
dropping the real bone into the depths of the water. 
-------------------------- 
And – in her greed – she both loses what she had, 
and – also – fails to attain what she coveted.
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
For his part – to illustrate his point about the danger of greed – 
Jesus then tells a story,
about a wealthy landowner – 
whose land produces a bumper crop.
-------------------------- 
But – instead of being content with the harvest – the man becomes anxious. 

“What should I do?” he frets. 
“I have no place to store my crops.”
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 





From the text, 
it is clear that he is not asking God – or anyone else – 
for advice. 

Rather, he is talking to himself. 
-------------------------- 
And, he proceeds to draw his own conclusion.

He decides to squirrel away his assets for his retirement – 
so that he can be fully prepared for his sunset years. 
-------------------------- 
And, isn’t that what most of us seek to do – 
so we won’t end up on the street in our old age?
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
            But the problem is not that he acts prudently to provide for his needs – 
so as not to burden others in the future. 
-------------------------- 
Rather – the problem is – 
that he foolishly assumes that he can create – and keep – wealth, 
without God’s help.
-------------------------- 
He forgets that 
“the earth is the LORD’s and all that is in it, 
the world, and those who live in it.”	(Psalm 24:1)

And, he forgets that it is God 
who “gives [us] power to get wealth.”	(Deuteronomy 8:18)
-------------------------- 
As the apostle Paul says, 	(I Corinthians 4:7)
“What do you have that you did not receive? 
And if you received it, 
why do you boast – as if it were not a gift?”
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
Someone with a Ph.D. in agriculture once said that – 
by his estimate – 
nature provides 95% of the energies 
necessary to produce a crop, 
while the farmer provides 5%. 
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 

            The whole affair is reminiscent of a scene in the classic movie Shenandoah, 
set during the American Civil War.

A large farm family gathers around the table for meals, 
which begin with prayer – led by the patriarch, Charlie Anderson, 
played by Jimmy Stewart. 
-------------------------- 
He begins, 
“Lord, we cleared this land. 
We plowed it, sowed it, and harvested it. 
We cooked the harvest.” 

And – he continues –  
“It wouldn’t be here – and we wouldn’t be eating it – 
if we hadn’t done it all ourselves. 

“We worked dog‑bone hard for every crumb and morsel, 
but we thank you, Lord – just the same – 
for the food we are about to eat.  Amen.”
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
            But at least Charlie acknowledged – albeit begrudgingly – 
that God had something to do with providing the family 		
with the food on their table. 
-------------------------- 
But the man in Jesus’ story does not even do that. 

He fails to give God credit or thanks.
-------------------------- 
And, he sees no need to consult God – 
about how to manage either his wealth,
or his life.
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
            The person who answers his own prayer has a fool for a god. 

And, that leads us to the second sort of prayer that God might not answer.
-------------------------- 	
And, that is a prayer that is not directed to God.
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 



            The landowner’s choice of words – 
five “my” pronouns, and seven “I” pronouns – 
reveals that he has a much bigger problem 
than lack of storage space:

He has no room for God – or his neighbor – 
in either his language, or his life. 
-------------------------- 
Rather, he assumes that the crops, the barns, the grain, and the goods 
belong to him – that he is the owner.

He forgets that he is only the caretaker. 
-------------------------- 
And, he forgets that everything he has – including his soul – 
is his on loan.
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
Then – after he lays out his plans to stockpile the excess harvest – 
a very unusual thing happens!
-------------------------- 
That is to say – up to verse 19 – the story has had only one character.

And, that character has been living in his own world – 
making his own plans, and anticipating his personal future – 
as though he were entirely in control of it.  
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
But – then – God abruptly appears!

Indeed, it is the only time in a Gospel parable 
in which God appears as a character...and speaks!
-------------------------- 
And the shock – for the rich man – 
is in discovering that it is God who really writes his story.  

That is to say, not only his wealth – but also his very life – 
have been given to him.
-------------------------- 
And – therefore – they can be taken back.  
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 



The verb ‘being demanded’ suggests that the man’s ‘soul’ – or ‘life’  – 
was given to him – on loan from God – 
who can – therefore – require it back at any time.
-------------------------- 
And God – then – tells him, 
“You fool! 
This very night your life is being demanded of you.” 
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
Now – to be sure – God does not call this man a fool 
because he is intellectually slow.

But – rather – because he is morally obtuse. 
-------------------------- 
That is, he has focused on earthly pleasure – in the limited here‑and‑now, 
rather than on eternal treasure – in the unlimited hereafter. 

He tends to his physical wants – 
at the expense of what his soul really needs. 
-------------------------- 
And that’s how it is – Jesus concludes – 
“with those who store up treasures for themselves,
but are not rich toward God.”
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
And so – if our prayers don’t seem to rise any higher than the ceiling – 
we should then examine the way in which we are approaching God.
-------------------------- 
Are we really asking God to give us what he knows is best for us.

Or, are we merely delivering a list of wants?
-------------------------- 
Are we really in dialogue with God – and waiting for God to answer – 
or are we just talking to ourselves?
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
Interestingly, this reality may be true of churches – as well as individuals.

The Rev. Dr. Millie Snyder’s message for today – 
which appeared in The Presbyterian Outlook –  included these words:
-------------------------- 



“When churches develop and approve budgets, who do they talk to? 
Is all of the conversation internal – the church talking to itself? 

“Do we seek God’s will for our church budgets and abundance? 
Do we ask the outsiders, the neighbors, 
and the community leaders to hear what they might suggest? 

“As long as we are talking only to ourselves, 
our church budgets will reflect our own conveniences and preferences.”
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
Dr. Snyder – then – went on to spell out the practical implications of the parable:
-------------------------- 
“The good news is that Jesus told the parable to a man 
who was trying to get his share of a family inheritance. 

“The parable [then] becomes an opportunity for the man 
to question the back story on the inheritance. 
How was it accumulated? 
What priorities does it reflect – 
and what needs were ignored? 

“The parable also becomes an opportunity for the man to consider his own legacy. 
What will his obituary say? 
That he had very large barns full of grain,
or that he was generous and faithful – 
and engaged in building up God’s kingdom?”
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
The fact is that our prayers are – sometimes – 
hindered by the self‑centered nature of our requests. 
-------------------------- 
In other words, when we are intent on storing up treasure for ourselves, 
we miss the joy of learning how to be rich toward God.
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
As James writes in his letter, 	(4:3)
“You ask and do not receive, 
because you ask wrongly, 
in order to spend what you get on your pleasures.”
-------------------------- 



And – in James – the word “spend” 
has the connotation of wasting – or squandering – 
resources on our own desires.
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
Friends, the bottom line is this:

Whether we have much – or whether we have little – 
we are called to trust God,
and to use what God has entrusted to us to do good to others.
-------------------------- 
And so – the next time we find ourselves having trouble with our prayer life – 
we might take the opportunity to evaluate:

That is, are we being sure to put God above gold, 
people above pleasure,
and service above self. 
-------------------------- 
And – praying in this way – we may not get everything we want.

But, we will get what we really need:
True riches – riches that will last forever!
 -------------------------- 
 -------------------------- 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit:   Amen.


AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (Please join responsively)	
                       Adapted from the Larger Westminster Catechism (1647)

One:	What is the Eighth Commandment?
All:	The Eighth Commandment is, “You shall not steal.”
One:	What does the Eighth Commandment require of us?
All:	The duties required are: truth, faithfulness, and justice in business dealings between persons; restitution of goods improperly taken from their rightful owners; giving and lending freely, according to our abilities and the needs of others; moderation in our desires for worldly goods; a provident care for the acquisition, use, and disposal of those things which are necessary to sustain our lives; diligent pursuit of the vocation to which we are called; frugality in consumption of scarce resources; and endeavor by all just and lawful means to further the wealth and outward estate of others, as well as our own. Amen.


CHARGE AND BENEDICTION	

To paraphrase the Rolling Stones:
“You can’t always get what you want....
No, you can’t always get what you want....
but – if you pray God’s way – 
you’ll get what you need!”

Let us receive the Lord’s benediction....

		

