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SILENT PREPARATION
When Jesus ascends, he is not going to a physical location. Rather, he is assuming a function. He is raised to reign. Forty days after rising from the dead, he takes his seat at the side of God. This is the Bible’s way of declaring his authority in a right‑handed world. The risen Christ has prominence over all things, which is considered good news by the church. In fact, his very last words to his church began with, “You will receive power ....”   	
Today – on the Calendar of the Church Year – is the Seventh Sunday of Easter.
But a very important event – one which is too often overlooked – 
is the Ascension of the Lord.

Christ left this Earth – to return to his heavenly Father – 
on the fortieth day after his resurrection.

 And so, and our worship this morning will focus on the importance of this extraordinary event for our own journey of faith.

PRAYER OF INVOCATION 
Most high God, Ruler of all worlds: we come seeking a presence that shakes foundations and helps us build new ones.  We come with all our hurts, asking for healing.  We come, remembering our baptism, and wanting to more fully claim the difference that reality makes in our lives.  O God, we want faith to sustain us throughout all our days.  Come, be powerfully present with us, for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 	

Great God of all time and space, whose promises are trustworthy, and whose Word is sure: Anoint the reading and hearing of your Word this day by the power of your Holy Spirit, that we might become powerful witnesses to your truth, offering forgiveness and healing to all your children. Grant us the joy that accompanies faithfulness to your Word and will, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

FIRST SCRIPTURE READING	Luke 24:44-53

Our first reading is the account of Jesus’ Ascension –  which serves to  concludes Luke’s Gospel.  As the reading begins, the two disciples to whom Jesus appeared on the Road to Emmaus have rejoined the disciples who remained in Jerusalem. And – while they are discussing all of  this – Jesus appears in the midst of them.... 



Then he [Jesus] said to them, 
"These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you – 
that everything written about me in the law of Moses, 
the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled."

Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures,
and he said to them, 
"Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer 
and to rise from the dead on the third day, 
and that repentance and forgiveness of sins 
is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, 
beginning from Jerusalem.

“You are witnesses of these things.

“And see, I am sending upon you what my Father promised; 
so stay here in the city until you have been clothed with power 
from on high."

Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed them.
While he was blessing them, 
he withdrew from them and was carried up into heaven.

And they worshiped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy;
and they were continually in the temple blessing God.

The Word of the Lord	Thanks be to God!

SECOND SCRIPTURE READING	Acts 1:1-11

In Luke’s second book – the Book of Acts – Luke begins with an account of Jesus’s Ascension. This account serves to link the two books together; the Gospel of Luke details the extraordinary life of Jesus, and the Book of Acts details the world-changing results of his life....

In the first book, Theophilus, 
I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and teach – 
until the day when he was taken up to heaven, 
after giving instructions – through the Holy Spirit – 
to the apostles whom he had chosen.




After his suffering he presented himself alive to them by many convincing proofs, appearing to them during forty days, 
and speaking about the kingdom of God.

While staying with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem – 
but to wait there for the promise of the Father. 

"This," he said, "is what you have heard from me; 
for John baptized with water, 
but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit – 
not many days from now."

So – when they had come together – they asked him, 
"Lord, is this the time when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?"

He replied, "It is not for you to know the times – or periods – 
that the Father has set by his own authority.

“But you will receive power – when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, 
and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, 
in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth."

When he had said this – as they were watching – 
he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight.

While he was going – and they were gazing up toward heaven, 
suddenly two men in white robes stood by them.

They said, "Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? 
This Jesus – who has been taken up from you, into heaven – 
will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven." 

The Word of the Lord	Thanks be to God!











SERMON	“A Closer Look at the Ascension: Person, Purpose, and Power!”	

It seems okay – since Mother’s Day was just a few weeks ago – 
to begin with a love story. 
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
The story begins with a real life prince – Sao Kya Seng – 
from an independent collection of states – 
in what was then northeastern Burma. 
-------------------------- 
In the 1950s, Seng came to Denver, Colorado, to study agriculture. 

And – since he wanted to experience 
what it was like to be a student in the U.S. – 
he kept his identity secret. 
-------------------------- 
Not even his professors knew who he really was. 
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
One of his fellow students was Inge Sargent – a young woman from Austria. 

And – since both of them were exchange students – 
Inge and the prince quickly found 
that they had a lot in common. 
-------------------------- 
Then – as they started to spend more and more time together – 
their friendship eventually grew into love.
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
But nevertheless – the prince decided that – 
even though their relationship was beginning to get serious – 
he would not tell Inge who he really was,

He did not want her to love him because of his title, 
but – rather – for himself, alone. 
-------------------------- 
Indeed – even when they became engaged –  
he did not disclose his secret. 

And – even on their wedding day, in the U.S. – 
he did not reveal his true identity. 
-------------------------- 

But – on their honeymoon – 
they took a ship to Burma – to see his family. 

And – as their ship docked in his native land – 
hundreds of people were waiting at the harbor:
-------------------------- 
Many of them were holding up welcome signs. 

A band was playing.

People were even tossing flowers at the ship. 
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
Then – totally surprised at all this excitement – 
Inge turned to her new husband, 
and asked whose arrival these people were celebrating. 

The smiling prince then turned to his bride – and said, 
“Inge . . . These people are celebrating our arrival. 
You are now the princess.”
-------------------------- 
Well – needless to say – Inge suddenly saw her husband in a completely new way.
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
In a similar way – in today’s Scripture readings, from Luke and Acts – 
the disciples of Jesus experience the apex  
of their roller coaster journey of discovery: 
That is, they finally realize who Jesus really is!
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
Now – to be sure – 
he had been their teacher, their counselor, and their friend. 

And, they had seen him do marvelous things – 
feed five thousand people...
heal a leper, and a number of others...
raise the dead...
even teach professional fishermen where to fish!
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 



But they had also witnessed the crowds turning against him,
and – to make matters worse – they had seen him crucified. 

But then – on the third day – he rose from the dead.

And, he made a number of appearances to them – 
over a period of forty days. 
-------------------------- 
And – now – he was actually saying good-bye to them. 
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
Remember how Luke recorded the event:
-------------------------- 
Jesus said to them, 
“This is what I told you while I was still with you: 
Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me 
in the Law of Moses, 
the Prophets, 
and the Psalms.” 

Then, he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. 
-------------------------- 
He told them, 
“This is what is written: 
The Messiah will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, 
and repentance for the forgiveness of sins 
will be preached in his name to all nations, 
beginning at Jerusalem. 

“You are witnesses of these things. 

“I am going to send you what my Father has promised; 
but stay in the city until you have been 
clothed with power from on high.”
-------------------------- 
Then – when he had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany –  
he lifted up his hands, and blessed them. 

And – while he was blessing them – 
he left them, and was taken up into heaven. 
-------------------------- 



Then they worshiped him,
and returned to Jerusalem with great joy. 

And they stayed continually at the temple, praising God.
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
But, who was this man who had walked among them for the past three years? 
-------------------------- 
And – today – some of us may – also – have questions about Jesus.
-------------------------- 
--------------------------  
So – if we are willing to look closely –  
Ascension Day tells us three – very important – things: 
It tells us who Jesus is – his person.
It tells us what we are to do – that is, our purpose.
And it tells us where we can get power – 
the power we need to live as Christ would have us live. 
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
First of all, Ascension Day tells us who Jesus is.
-------------------------- 
The Apostles’ Creed puts it succinctly: 
Jesus Christ is God’s only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried; 
the third day he rose from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, 
and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
-------------------------- 
That is what we believe – 
Jesus is our Savior, our Master, our Lord. 

Jesus is also the way, the truth, and the life. 

And, he has ascended into heaven, where he sits at the right hand of God.
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 



Accordingly, there is no one above him. 

As Paul wrote to the Philippians,
one day “every knee shall bow – 
and every tongue confess – that Jesus Christ is Lord.” 	(2:10)
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
And, all this was confirmed in the event of the Ascension. 
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
So, it is no wonder that the disciples were filled with joy – 
and worshiped him, 
and stayed continually at the temple praising God. 

They now knew – without any doubt – 
that they had been in the presence of the very Son of God.
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
Henry Sloane Coffin once told of three young Englishmen:
-------------------------- 
In April 1848, the three found themselves in Paris,
in the midst of the revolution 
which overthrew King Louis Philippe. 
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
One of them kept a diary of their trip. 
-------------------------- 
There is one entry which describes 
the sack of the Palace of the Tuileries by a mob. 

Everything was being smashed, 
when – quite suddenly – the mob reached the chapel, 
broke in the doors, 
and found themselves confronting the huge painting 
of the crucified Christ behind the altar.
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
At that moment, someone shouted out, “Hats off!” 

Heads were bared, 
and most of the crowd knelt down.
-------------------------- 

The picture was then carried out to a neighboring church 
in “the most utter silence – 
`you might have heard a fly buzz’” – 
is how Coffin described the scene.
-------------------------- 
As the disciples stood there – 
on the day of Christ’s ascension into heaven – 
you could probably also have heard the buzzing of a fly.  
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
There was no questioning Jesus’ identity – 
the Ascension of Christ settles forever 
the question of who Christ is.
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
Now, let’s turn to the aspect of purpose – what we are to do. 
-------------------------- 
In his last moments with his disciples – 
just before he ascended – 
Jesus gave his disciples their marching orders: 

“This is what is written: 
The Messiah will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, 
and repentance for the forgiveness of sins 
will be preached in his name to all nations, 
beginning at Jerusalem. 

“You are witnesses of these things.” 
-------------------------- 
Jesus’ last instruction to his disciples – 
all those who would follow him – 
was that they were to be witnesses to all they had seen.
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
In 1985, an extraordinary movie – titled Shoah – was released.
-------------------------- 
Shoah – however – was not the kind of movie most of us would enjoy. 

For one thing, it lasts more than nine hours. 
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 


Shoah took eleven years to make,
and it contains eye-witness testimonies – 
concerning the tragedy of the Holocaust. 

And – to fully do so – the movie included interviews 
with Nazis, survivors, and bystanders.
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
One person interviewed was Filip Muller, 
a Jew who watched other Jews walk into a gas chamber to die. 
-------------------------- 
Mr. Muller felt that he had no reason to go on living – 
so he went inside the gas chamber with them. 

A small group of women then came over to him.
-------------------------- 
One woman said, 
“So you want to die. 
But that’s senseless. 
Your death won’t give us back our lives. 

“That’s no way. 
You must get out of here alive, 
you must bear witness to our suffering 
and to the injustice done to us.”
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
In his review of this movie, 
the late film critic Roger Ebert wrote, 

“And that is the final message of this extraordinary film. 
It is not a documentary..., 
not journalism..., 
not propaganda..., 
not political.... 

“It is an act of witness. 
-------------------------- 






And – Ebert wrote – “In it, [filmmaker] Claude Lanzmann 
celebrates the priceless gift – 
that sets man apart from animals 
and makes us human, 
and gives us hope: 
the ability for one generation to tell the next what it has learned.” 
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
Ebert – of course – is correct. 

That is our responsibility:
To tell the next generation what we have learned. 
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
For its part, Shoah witnesses to something horrendous – 
the senseless death of six million people. 
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
The disciples of Jesus – on the other hand – 
were to witness to something unbelievably wonderful:

One person had died for all people. 

God’s Son had walked among us. 

Indeed, God’s only begotten Son had died – for us. 
-------------------------- 
They could not wait to tell the story. 

And – thankfully – 
Christians have been faithfully telling that story for almost 2,000 years. 
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
But – now – it is our turn. 

Are we willing to do our part? 
-------------------------- 
Many of us are reluctant to do even the most innocuous of tasks – 
that of inviting someone else to join us in worship.
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 



Donald Grey Barnhouse tells about a sad incident 
that occurred during the 1936 Olympics. 

[That – of course – was the Olympics in which Jesse Owens excelled,
much to the embarrassment of the racist, Nazi hosts!}
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
In the women’s four hundred meter relay race, 
the Germans were far in the lead after the first three legs.

But – with a clear five‑yard lead – 
the last runner – the woman who ran the anchor leg – 
dropped the baton.
-------------------------- 
That cost them the race. 
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
Shortly after the games,
Barnhouse was looking at an illustrated magazine – 
with pictures of the Olympics. 

And, the magazine provided captions under the pictures – 
in three different languages. 
-------------------------- 
The English text said, “They muffed the baton.” 

And, the French said they dropped “le temoin.”  
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
“Temoin” – as it turns out – 
 is an ordinary French word which means “witness.”
-------------------------- 
The underlying truth was this: 
The runner who reached the tape first 
had to have the baton as a “witness” – 
that the full distance had been covered
by each of the runners.
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 




Friends, the jury is still out 
in terms of whether this generation will drop the baton – 
when it comes to witnessing for Jesus Christ. 

In most mainline churches – including our denomination – 
congregations are gradually aging, 
and many are slowly disappearing.
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
But – on the Day of Ascension – 	
we see who Jesus really is.

And, we see what we are to do – 
to be his witnesses,
to raise our families to be Christ-followers,
to invite our friends to follow him,
indeed, to live such a life that others – 	
even those we do not know – 
are attracted to Jesus.
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
Now – most certainly – we are not able to do all of this on our own; 
which makes our third point most crucial:

Ascension Day shows us where to get the power – 
the power we need to live as followers of Jesus Christ.
-------------------------- 
Jesus says in the Scripture: 
“You are witnesses of these things. 

“I am going to send you what my Father has promised; 
but stay in the city until you have been 
clothed with power from on high.”
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
Our power – then – comes from the Holy Spirit;
the Holy Spirit is the gift that God in Christ has promised us.

And next week – on Pentecost – 
I think that much more will be said about the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
-------------------------- 

But – today – it is important to note that the Holy Spirit is our source of power:
the power to endure, 
the power to make a difference,
and the spiritual guidance – 
guidance which is essential, in order to go in the right direction. 
-------------------------- 
Indeed, it does not make much difference how much power you have –  
if you are going in the wrong direction.
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
Sometime back, the Associated Press 
ran a story about a virus that had infected a flock of Canadian geese. 
-------------------------- 
The virus destroyed their navigation systems, 
and these geese – then – 
flew in circles, 
became disoriented,
and ultimately got lost. 

And – as we might imagine – it was devastating for the flock;
thousands of geese died. 
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
Similarly, many people today are as clueless about their lives – 
and the direction they should go – 
as those virus-infected geese. 

And – needless to say – neither our culture, 
nor the social – or other – media, are of any real help!
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
We – then – are missing out on an essential resource........
if we do not pray daily for the gift of God’s Spirit. 

It is only with the indwelling presence – and power – of the Holy Spirit 
that we can have the impact on the world 
that God has called us to have.
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
Here – then – are the three things that we need to take away 
from this celebration of Christ’s Ascension: 
-------------------------- 

First, we know who Christ is – 
he is like a prince that comes to woo his beloved 
without revealing his identity. 

And, we – each and every one of us – are those beloved!
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
Secondly, we know that Christ has called us to pass the baton – 
the witness we have received from the generations that preceded us.

We are to tell the “old, old story” – of Jesus and his love – 
to the generations which follow us. 
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
And – third – we are to seek – and accept – the gift of the promised Holy Spirit.

The Holy Spirit will guide us..., 
empower us..., 
comfort us when we are hurting..., 
and lift us up when we have fallen.... 
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
With all of this in mind, it’s no wonder that – 
on that first Ascension Day – the story ends like this: 

“When [Jesus] had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany, 
he lifted up his hands and blessed them. 

“While he was blessing them, 
he left them and was taken up into heaven. 

“Then they worshiped him,
and returned to Jerusalem with great joy. 

“And they were continually in the temple, blessing God.”
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
On this celebration of Ascension Day – and always – 
let us bless God, as well!
-------------------------- 
-------------------------- 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit:  Amen.

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (Unison)	
From the Heidelberg Catechism (1563)
One:	How do you understand the words: “He ascended into heaven”?
All:	That Christ was taken up from the earth into heaven before the eyes of his disciples and remains there on our behalf until he comes again to judge the living and the dead.
One:	Then, is not Christ with us unto the end of the world, as he has promised us?
All:	Christ is true man and true God.  As a man he is no longer on earth, but in his divinity, majesty, grace, and Spirit, he is never absent from us.
One:	What benefit do we receive from Christ’s ascension into heaven?
All:	First, that he is our Advocate in the presence of the Father in heaven.  Second, that we have our flesh in heaven as a sure pledge that he, as the Head, will also take us, his members, up to himself.  Third, that he sends us his Spirit as a counterpledge by whose power we seek what is above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God, and not things that are on earth.
Thanks be to God!  Amen.

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION	

The events of the first Ascension day revealed the person of Jesus, 
the purpose of his followers, 
and the power to live in a Christ-like way.

Those revelations were an essential gift to his first disciples, 
and they continue to be a most extraordinary gift to us, as well.

To be sure, the Ascension [of Jesus] is not a farewell, 
but a transition to a new – and deeper – intimacy, 
with the promise of a still greater communion to come.

Let us receive the Lord’s benediction....


